University of Washington Tacoma

UW Tacoma Digital Commons
GIS Certificate Projects

Urban Studies

6-1-2008

Perceptions: A Sociospatial Significance Indicator
of Green Space
Heather Minnella
minnella@uw.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.tacoma.uw.edu/gis_projects
Recommended Citation
Minnella, Heather, "Perceptions: A Sociospatial Significance Indicator of Green Space" (2008). GIS Certificate Projects. 10.
https://digitalcommons.tacoma.uw.edu/gis_projects/10

This GIS Certificate Project is brought to you for free and open access by the Urban Studies at UW Tacoma Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in GIS Certificate Projects by an authorized administrator of UW Tacoma Digital Commons.

Perceptions: a Sociospatial Significance Indicator of Green Space
Heather Minnella

University of Washington, Tacoma Undergraduate
GIS Certificate

Purpose
- How race, national identity,
wealth, and mobility change perception,
appreciation and dedication to conserve
and preserve the environment.
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- To see within the built environment which
areas facilitate the development of a
connection between people and nature and
how those areas are defined.
- Does senstivity to what is considered to be
green space increase with a limited
amount of green space
-Tacoma’s negative reputation as being
largely industrial and crime laden leads to
another aspect of this project. That is the
concerns about safety and areas being
clean enough to spend time in
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Step 1:
The sketch maps were photgraphed and brought into
ArcGIS where it was Georeferenced
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Objectives
- Using a participatory GIS apporach
students were given a survey that included
four maps that would be sketched on and
eight questions that would be used
classifiers for environmental attitude.
- The following display uses only two maps.
The first being areas theat were indicated as
a place where the particpant felt connected
to nature that included a ranking of 1-3,
1 being least valued and 3 being most
valued. The other map indicated areas
where the participant felt unsafe.
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Step 2:
Using the editor tool
the lines on the maps
were traced and recorded in a feature
class as polygons

Step 4:
Using the raster calculator
in spatial analyst tools the
number of times an area
was indicated was
calculated.
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- The intention was find ecological hot spots
as well as find areas where nature is valued
but not utilized because of a feeling of being
unsafe.
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Step 3:
The polygons were then
converted to rasters and
reclassified to account
for ‘no data’ values
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